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• Human Races & Population 



Definition of  Geography

• scientific and systematic study of  both the physical 
and cultural features of  the earth’s surface. It is a 
spatial perspective looking at patterns and 
distributions on the earth’s surface

• The word geography was invented by the Greek 
scholar Eratosthenes. It is based on 2 Greek words: 

-Geo – “Earth”

-graphy – “to write”



Difference between “Physical 

Geography” and “Human or 

Cultural Geography:

• Physical Geography is the study of  the four spheres 

(Lithosphere, Atmosphere, Hydrosphere, and Biosphere)

• Human (or Cultural) Geography is the study of  the spatial 

differentiation and organization of  human activity on the earth’s 

surface.



Human Geography (Definitions)

• The study of  how people make places, how we organize 

space and society, how we interact with each other in 

places and across space, and how we make sense of  

others and ourselves in our locality, region, and world.    

(De Blij)

• The scientific study of  the location of  people & 
activities on the Earth’s surface, where & why human 
activities are located where they are, reasons 
geographers look at the world from a spatial perspective 
& interaction, and diffusion of  people & ideas. 
(Rubenstein)



What we study in Human Geography?
• Historical Geography 

• Demography and Population Geography 

• Political Geography: nations, boundaries, geopolitics, military 
movements, treaties, devolution, choke points, and imperialism 

• Geography of  Religions 

• Geography of  Languages 

• Urban Geography: settlements, cities, and transportation systems 

• Economic Geography: industries, economic development, and 
manufacturing regions 

• Agricultural Geography 

• Medical geography 

• Social Geography 

• Environmental Geography 



















Five Themes of  Geography

• Location

• Place

• Region

• Movement 

• Human-Environment



Location

Location-position on the earth’s surface

• Absolute Location: use of  grids – (i.e. latitude and 

longitude)

• Relative Location: a way of  expressing a location in 

relation to another site



Site and Situation
• Site-the physical character of  a place. (climate, water sources, 

topography, soil, vegetation, latitude, elevation) the combination 
of  physical features gives each place distinctive character.

• Situation– the location of  a place relative to other places. 

Fig. 1-7: Singapore is situated at a key location for international trade.



Place
Place – specific geographic settings with distinctive 

physical, social, and cultural attributes

• Sense of  place: infusing a place with meaning and 

emotion. 

• Perception of  place: belief  or understanding of  what a 

place is like, often based on books, movies, stories, or 

pictures.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Bundnightview.JPG


Basic Concepts of  Spatial 

Interaction 

1. Complementarity: There must be some form of  

Supply and Demand that match between places

• - world resources: 

• oil, division of labor

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://cache.eb.com/eb/image%3Fid%3D61342%26rendTypeId%3D4&imgrefurl=http://original.britannica.com/eb/art-101405/Oil-pipeline-in-Saudi-Arabia&h=300&w=446&sz=16&hl=en&start=14&um=1&tbnid=3f0oiU-4zi514M:&tbnh=85&tbnw=127&prev=/images%3Fq%3Doil%2Bin%2Bsaudi%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Dactive%26rlz%3D1T4ADBF_enUS241US244


जागतिक लोकसंख्यावाढ
Year Population

crore

Year Population

crore

0001 25 1961 306

1650 50 1971 370

1750 63 1982 460

1800 88 1987 500

1850 100 1999 600

1900 160 2013 700

1950 250 15th Nov. 2022 800









Causes of  Population Growth

• Industrial Revolution

• Medicinal development

• Transportation network developed

• Female death rate reduced

• Decrease in infant mortality rate

• Decrease in death rate



India Population Growth
Year Population 

Crore

Growth 

%

Year Population 

Crore

Growth 

%

1891 23.5 - 1961 44 22

1901 24 2 1971 55 25

1911 25 4 1981 68 24

1921 25 0 1991 84 23.5

1931 28 12 2001 102 21.4

1941 32 14 2011 121 17.6

1951 36 12.5 2021 140 15.7


















