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Pre-history

Pre history- we can define prehistory as the period of human development during the time before the discovery of writing.
Pre-history extends from the emergence of our first ancestors , about 5 millions years ago , to the invention of writings
about 5000 years ago.

Human societies before written records , 99% of human history is Pre-history .

Proto-history

Proto-history is a period between prehistory and history during which a culture or civilization has not yet developed
writing, but other cultures have already noted the existence of those pre-literate groups in their own writings

Historic -Period

historic period - an era of history having some distinctive feature; "we live in a litigious age" age. history - the aggregate of
past events; "a critical time in the school's history" epoch, era - a period marked by distinctive character or reckoned from a
fixed point or event.
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Climate changed dramatically during the Stone Age, from warmer than today to much colder. There were a number
of ice ages, where glaciers expanded down from the north and sometimes covered much of Britain, making it
impossible to live there. ... A time when it was very cold and glaciers extended down from the North Pole.




Human Life During Stone Age-

Prehistoric hunter-gatherers lived in groups that consisted of several families resulting in a size of a
few dozen people. It remained the only mode of subsistence until the end of the Mesolithic period some 10,000
years ago, and after this was replaced only gradually with the spread of the Neolithic Revolution.




Life during Stone Age-

Early stone age human cultures in which human beings. obtain their
food by hunting, fishing, scavenging, and gathering wild plants and other edibles.
Prehistoric societies that relied on the bounty of nature, before the transition to
agrlculture began around 12,000 years ago.

~Prehistoric hunter-gatherers often lived in groups of a few+dozens of
“people, consisting of several family ainits. They developed tools to help them
survive and were dependent on the abundance of food in the area, which if an
area was not plentiful enough required them to move to greener forests. It is
probable that generally, the men hunted while the women foraged. The earliest
hunter-gatherers showed very different adaptations to theéir environment than
groups at later points in time, closer to the transition to agriculture.
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Stone Age Tools

Much of what we know about life in the Stone Age and Stone Age people
comes from the tools they left behind. Hammerstones are some of the earliest and
simplest stone tools. Prehistoric humans used hammerstones to chip other stones into
sharp-edged flakes. They also used hammerstones to break apart nuts, seeds and bones
and to grind clay into pigment. Archaeologists refer to these earliest stone tools as the
Oldowan toolkit.

As technology progressed, humans created increasingly more sophisticated
stone tools. These included hand axes, spear points for hunting large game, scrapers
which could be used to prepare animal hides and awls for shredding plant fibers and
making clothing. Not all Stone Age tools were made of stone. Groups of humans
experimented with other raw materials including bone, ivory and antler, especially
later on in the Stone Age.

Later Stone Age tools are more diverse. These diverse “toolkits” suggest a faster
pace of innovation—and the emergence of distinct cultural identities. Different groups
sought different ways of making tools.




Fire as a catalyst

Besides the development of tools, another huge change that had an
incredible effect on our species is the harnessing of fire. In short, the use of fire meant
our ancestors could huddle around it for protection (wild animals in general are not
very keen on fire) and warmth, and it allowed them to'eook their food - which has an
amazing array of benefits. Fire thus plays a central role in human survival and in
catalyzing the processes of becoming "human' as we define it.

Firec had important benefits. Apart from protection and warmth, which
would have helped even the earliest, basic fire users to survive, a major advantage
that came when the deliberate use of fire began to become more widespread is the
ability to cook. Fire in general also had an impact on the social side of these hunter-
gatherer groups. Fire, with the light it provided, enabled hunter-gatherers to stay
active even after sundown, extending their days and leaving more time for social
bonding, which is very important especially in larger groups. Modern humans are
awake for nearly twice as long as many of their primate cousins.



The social side

This prehistoric lifestyle, with groups sharing and organizing a living
space, and working towards keeping everyone alive, clearly had some sort of
social side to it. Research suggests that a kind of social network structure could
well have appeared quite early on in human- history, with connections
stretching not just to family members but also to non-kin, and that this social
aspect may have helped spark (increasingly intensive) cooperation.

We may say that they have shared or exchanged food with other
groups-in their neighborhood, maybe even at established meeting places.



Use of Language-

Another huge benchmark is the use of language, the origin of which
is much discussed and very hard to place on a timeline. From some sort of
communication to primitive language-like systems somewherc among the
carlier forms of humans, to a full-fledged language the way we use it today, it
all developed somewhere in these hunter-gatherer societies. Besides the
organization of life within a group, being able to discuss your hunting
strategies in detail, pinpoint the location of a nearby predator, or give a poetic
description of a newly found nearby blueberry bush made a bit of a difference.

The sheer amount of different Homo species that passes the revue in
the space above should already be an indicator of just how diverse hunter-
gatherers were. each species had different strengths and weaknesses, and
differently structured societies, although with time almost all of these humans
walked the road that eventually led to agriculture. The exceptions? Some
hunter-gatherer societies persist to this day.
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