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“Dissemination of Education for Knowledge, Science and Culture’.’-
-Shikshanmaharshi Dr.Bapuji Salunkhe

Shri Swami Vivekanand Shikshan Sanstha’s

Vivekanand College, Kolhapur
(An Empowered Autonomous Institute)

Department of Botany
(2025-2026)

Date: 29/12/2025

To,
The Principal,
Vivekanand College, Kolhapur (An Empowered Autonomous Institute)

Subject: Permission for organizing an educational tour for B.Sc I, I and III students.

Respected Sir,

As per curriculum Department of Botany organizing an one day educational tour at

Ganpatipule and Aare- Ware beach for B.Sc I, II, III students on Tuesday 30" December 2025.
The tour will be conducted under faculty supervision, following all institutional rules.

I kindly request you to grant permission for the same.

Thanking you.

Aot o

Ve Principal * ?&
Vivekanand College,
(An Empowered Autonom

Depart o

) ment of Botan

(AVwekanand College, Kofhyapur
N Empowered Autonomous Institute)




“Dissemination of Education for Knowledge, Science and Culture’.’.
-Shikshanmaharshi Dr.Bapuji Salunkhe

Shri Swami Vivekanand Shikshan Sanstha’s

Vivekanand College, Kolhapur
(An Empowered Autonomous Institute)
Department of Botany
(2025-2026)

Date:29/12/2025

NOTICE

All the students of B.Sc I, IT and IIT year students are hereby inform that as per curriculum,
Department of Botany, is going to organizing an one day educational tour to Ganpatipule and

Aare- Ware beach dated on Tuesday 30 December 2025.

Students must be present at the college campus by 5.30 AM sharp.

Be present on time with your own lunch.

~ Departmefit of Botany
Vivekanand College, Kolhapur

(An Empowered Autonomous Institute )
)
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Photos of study tour :-
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Students at aare ware beach with faculty




Tour Report

Study Tour at Ganpatipule

Introduction

Educational tours are an essential part of science education as they provide practical exposure
beyond classroom learning. Keeping this objective in mind, the Department of Botany organised an
educational tour to Ganpatipule and Aare-Ware Beach, two ecologically significant coastal regions on the

Konkan coast. The tour aimed to provide students with a firsthand experience of coastal ecosystems, plant

diversity, and environmental adaptations.

Objectives of the Tour

The main objectives of the educational tour were:

-

. To study coastal and marine ecosystems

2

- To observe coastal vegetation and biodiversity

(8]

. To understand plant adaptations to saline, sandy, and windy environments

'S

. To promote environmental awareness and conservation values

tLh

. To develop observation skills and scientific thinking among students

Visit to Ganpatipule:
Ganpatipule is a famous coastal town known for its pristine beach and religious significance. On
reaching Ganpatipule, students visited the coastal area and the surroundings of the Ganpati temple.
Botanical Observations: Students observed various coastal plant species such as:
Cocos nucifera (Coconut palm)
Casuarina equisetifolia
Ipomoea pes-caprae (Beach morning glory)
Pandanus species
Faculty members explained the ecological role of coastal vegetation, including:
1. Prevention of soil erosion
2. Protection against strong sea winds
3.Stabilization of dunes.
Students also learned about halophytic adaptations such

as waxy leaves, deep root systems, and salt
tolerance mechanisms.




Visit to Aare-Ware Beach s i
. ) . : n 1or
. Aare-Ware Beach, known for its clean environment and scenic beauty, provided an ideal locatio

studying natural coastal ecosystems with minimal human disturbance.

Ecological Studies:

1. Observation of the sandy beach ecosystem.

2. Study of tidal effects and wave action.

3. Identification of marine organisms such as shells, crabs, and algae.

4. Understanding biotic and abiotic factors affecting coastal life.

Students were guided to understand the impact of climate, salinity, sunlight, and wind on plant and
animal life. Discussions were also held on coastal pollution, plastic waste, and conservation strategies.
Educational and Academic Importance:

The tour helped students to:

Correlate theoretical knowledge with field observations

Gain practical understanding of plant ecology and environmental biology

Develop interest in field research and environmental studies

Improve teamwork, discipline, and leadership qualities

Such experiential learning plays a vital role in strengthening scientific concepts taught in subjects like
Ecology, Environmental Science, Plant Physiology, and Biodiversity.

Safety and Discipline

All students followed the instructions given by faculty members. Safety measures were strictly
maintained throughout the tour. Students cooperated well, maintained discipline, and showed
enthusiasm during the entire programme.

Conclusion

The educational tour to Ganpatipule and Aare-Ware Beach was highly informative and successful. It
provided valuable exposure to coastal biodiversity and ecological concepts. The tour enhanced students’
academic knowledge, environmental responsibility, and appreciation for nature. Such educational tours

are highly beneficial and should be organized regularly for holistic development of students.

List of plants seen during excursion:
1. Primary Coastal Trees & Plantations

»  Coconut Palm: Cocos nucifera

e Areca Nut (Betel Nut): Areca catechu

e  Alphonso Mango: Mangifera indicaCashew: Anacardium occidentale

e Casuarina (Suru): Casuarina equiselifolg .
Pl ..)
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2. Mangrove Species
. Commonly found along the estuarine parts of Ganapatipule and the Are/Sakhartar creeks:
*  Grey Mangrove: Avicennia marina
*  White Mangrove: Sonneratia alba
* Holly-leaved Mangrove: Acanthus ilicifolius
*  Black Mangrove: degiceras corniculatum
* Indian Mangrove: Ceriops tagal
*  Milky Mangrove: Excoecaria agallocha
3. Coastal & Beach Flora
* Beach Morning Glory: Ipomoea pes-caprae (also known as Ipomoea biloba)
*  Thatch Screwpine: Pandanus tectorius
*  Sea Purslane: Sesuvium Pportulacastrum

*  Beach Spider Lily: Hymenocallis littoralis

4. Flowering Trees & Wild Shrubs

* Indian Coral Tree (Mandar): Erythrina variegata
*  Gulmohar: Delonix regia

»  Champa (Frangipani): Plumeria alba

* Indian Banyan: Ficus benghalensis

*  Kokum: Garcinia indica

5. Rare or Endemic Species

*  Konkan Dipcadi: Dipcadi concanense

* Ratnagiri Sedge: F) imbristylis ramagirica

¢  Tuberous Herb: F; imbristylis stolonifera (specifically recorded at Ganapatipule)
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Quality Initiatives/ Activities Report

1. Name of Department: Botany

2. Name of Organized Activity: Study Tour to Ganpatipule & Aare-ware Beach, Ratnagiri
3. Date/ Duration: 30" December 2025

4. Aims and Objectives:

1) To provide students with experiential and field-based learning beyond classroom teaching.
2) To study coastal biodiversity, including flora and fauna of sandy and rocky shores.

3) To create awareness about environmental conservation and sustainable utilization of natural

resources.
4) To link theoretical knowledge with practical field experience.

5) To foster interest in ecology, biodiversity studies, and environmental research.

5. No. of beneficiaries: 88

6. Expenditure & funding agency:/collaborators: No

7. Brief description:

The Department of Botany, Vivekanand College (An Empowered Autonomous Institute), Kolhapur,
organized a study tour to Ganpatipule and Aare-ware Beach, Ratnagiri, on 30th December 2025. The
tour aimed to observe and document coastal plant diversity and understand the ecological dynamics of
the region.

A total of 88 students and 5 faculty members participated in the tour. The journey commenced from

the college at 5:30 a.m., reaching Ganpatipule by 11:30 a.m. During the field visit, students recorded
over 40 species of flowering plants from diverse families, including Asteraceae Fabaceae
- 2 2
Orchidaceae, Acanthaceae, Anacardiaceae, Combretaceae, and Myrtaceae. Notable species observed

included:

¢ Cocos nucifera (Coconut), Areca catechu (Areca P

alm), Mangifera indi :
Anacardium occidentale (Cashew) SUera indicn: (Mango),
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* Sesuvium portulacastrum (Sea Purslane), Hymenocallis littoralis (Beach Spider Lily),
Dipcadi concanense

» Ficus benghalensis (Indian Banyan)

Faculty guided the students throughout, explaining ecological adaptations, environmental challenges,
and conservation responsibilities.

8. Outcomes / Impact:

The study tour provided students with valuable hands-on experience in coastal ecology and
biodiversity assessment. Students enhanced their understanding of plant and algal diversity in seashore
ecosystems and gained insights into conservation and sustainable management practices. The activity
motivated students toward further studies in ecology and environmental science, fostering
environmental awareness and scientific curiosity.

9. Photos:
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. Departmgnt of Botany I/c Principal
VivekanandCollege, Kolhapur Vivekanand College, Kolhapur
(An Empowcred Autonomous Institute) - (An Empowered Autonomous Institute) 2.




