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MANURE: 

A manure is a mixture of various decomposed organic 

substances like dead leaves, city garbage, 

agricultural wastes, animal dung, crop residue etc. 

through the action of microbes.  

 Manure increases the fertility and productivity of 

crops.  

 As they contain plenty of organic compounds and 

almost all the essential elements required by the 

plants.  



1) Manures are organic substances obtained through the 

decomposition of plant wastes (like straw) and animal wastes 

(like cow dung).  

2) The decomposition is brought about by the action of microbes. 

3) Manures contain large quantities of organic matter. 

4) Manures  contain nutrients in small quantities and therefore 

are needed to be supplied to crops in large quantities. 

5) Manures are not nutrient specific. For this reason, manures are 

not of much help when a specific nutrient is required for a 

particular crop. 



6) Manures are bulky. So it is not convenient to store and 

transport manures. 

7) Manures are recycled and do not cause pollution. 

8) They enrich the soil with nutrients. 

9) Being rich in organic matter, manures improve soil 

texture and soil aeration.  

10) Water holding capacity in case of sandy soils and 

drainage in clay soil is increased.  



Types of Manure: 

The manures are of three types : 

1) Farmyard manure 

2) Compost 

3) Green manure 



Farmyard Manure 

 It is the oldest manure known to mankind.  

 It is made-up of dung of farm animals, urine, farm 

refuse, and crop residues (plant remains) which are 

allowed to partial decay with the help of soil 

microorganisms.  

 These soil microorganisms degrades the complex 

organic substances into a dark amorphous substance 

caled humus. 



 The humus is easily assimilated by plants.  

 These manure loosens the soil, increases its aeration 

and makes the soil more fertile.  

 It provides various organic substances to plant for 

normal growth and development. The residue of gobar 

gas plant is a type of farmyard manure. 



Compost 

It is prepared by degrading the dung of farm animals, 

crop residues, farm wastes and other organic debris in 

specially designed pits 

 or  

degrading material is covered by a mud pack to prevent 

water logging during the rainy season. It takes about 6-8 

months to prepare the compost. 



Green manure 

 To prepare it, many leguminous and non-leguminous 

crops are grown in the field and ploughed back into the 

soil while they are still green and young.  

 This practice is done for nitrogen, phosphorous, calcium, 

sulphur and other minerals enrichment of the soil.  

 The complex organic matter present in the plants is 

decomposed by the action of micro-organisms.  



 Apart from supplying nutritional requirements, it 

reduces alkalinity, prevents soil erosion also.  

 Green manures enhance crop yield by 30 to 50 percent 

plants like Crotolaria juncea (sunn hemp), Sesbania 

aculeata (dhaincha), Vigna sinensis (lobia) and various 

other plants are used as green manures in India. 












