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Study of Selaginella

Classification: Dorsal View Ventral Vi

Kingdom: Plantae

Subkingdom: Cryptogams
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Seloginell




currence: Selaginella grows on moist and shady places during rainy season. Some species are cultiv:

amental plant due to its feathery appearance.

setative Character:

xternal Morphology: (Fig. 1a)

he plant body is a sporophyte differentiated into root, stem and leaves.

he stem is herbaceous, prostrate or erect and shows dichotomous branching.
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T. S. of Stem: (Fig. 1b)

> T. S. of stem is differentiated into epidermis, cortex and stele.

Epidermis: It is single layered made up of barrel shaped cells

| covered by cuticle.

Cortex: It is differentiated into 3 to 4 layered thick walled
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Reproductive Structure:

Selaginella reproduces by vegetative and sexual methods.

Sexual Reproduction:

The plants are heterosporous i.e., produce two different types of spores—megaspores and microspores.

L. S. of Strobilus: (Fig. 1c-e)
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5. Microsporophyll: Sporophyll containing microsporangium is known as microsporophyll.
6. Microsporangium: It is small, oval/rounded and contains many microspores.

7. Microspore: Microspores are pyramidal in shape with thick ornamental exine and thin unifort

intine.
8.Megasporophyll: Sporophyll containing megasporangium is called megasporophyll.

Megasporangium: E¢ : angeium 1 1b shaped and 4 lobed containing 4 megaspore
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