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— e oY ane’s AnOutsider: )
Marginalization of the Kkaikadi tribe in Laxman M UPara

Dr. Kavita Tiwade

i e, Miraj
Shikshanmaharshi Dr. Bapuji Salunkhe Colleg y

the marginalization of the people of kaikqg; tri,

s e mpt to stud, ) }
The present paper is an atfemp Yy of the sociely have been victimiz,, "

Laxman Mane's An Outsider :Upara. Mar ginalised section o 2 B e Sing,
, S - s e L,
their birth due 1o the discriminatory social system.An O kazlq,d‘»

: ) . . ; e novel.He witnesses the
community, The writer unfolds his childhood experiences i th S o €xtre,
' el : a Sufferi
degradation of his family by way of the caste Hindus.He has narrate ion o tffer Ings
e s, AlY _ _ SUppress ,exploitat
kaikadi - community  that was wandering in  the darkness of supp ploltation ang

LR . ) j nd shapes his life,
marginalization. The writer understands the importance of education a D ife.He Turpgy

toward Buddhism long with his people from his community.
Key Words: Marginalization, Kaikadi, tribe, suppression.

0

The present paper is an attempt to study the marginalization of the people of I-(a.ikadi tribe i,
Laxman Mane’s An outsider : Upara. Marginalised sections of the society have been victimizing sip.
their birth due to the discriminatory social system. The term marginalization is a process which ignore
aroups to the sidelines of political space, social negotiation, and economic bargaining.Marginality is ,
condition is which a person,a group or a community is marginalized by dominant forces.Hence
marginalization is a process of domination and subordination. There are complex issues involved whep
we theorize domination and subordination.It is Hegel in his theorization of self other binary and
critiquing Kant underlines the unequal relation between the two in that privileges the self. This inequality
has been theorized from socio-political ,ideological,gender and liberal perspectives .In India,marginality
is very complex as it goes beyond the binary of domination and subordination.we have in
India,marginalization of communities,minorities and others in the name of religion ,location,occupation
and so on besides marginalization in the name of class,caste,gender and tribe.The voice of the |
marginalized is mostly muted. 4

In India there are many groups that marginalized on the basis of caste, creed, class, ethnic,
cultural and economic. The tool of marginalization is generally used to depict and analyze socio -
cultural and political and economic spheres in which the disadvantaged groups of the racially
discriminated people struggle to gain access to resources and aspire to get full participation in the social
life. The marginalized people have been and still are socially, economically, politically and legally
ignored, excluded or neglected, politically and legally ignored, and are therefore vulnerable to livelihood
change. The tribal’s are the marginalized groups in the name social stratification. Tribes in India have
come to be conceptualized primarily in relation to their geographical and social isolation from the

society.

b

The wide range of groups and community at different levels of the social formation have come ©
be categorized as tribes. Members of a trible share the social cohesion associated with the family:
together with the sense of political autonomy of a nation (Oxford Dictionary of Sociology 769)- Thf
marginalization of caste occurs because of features of the caste system. Castes in India are¢ ﬂ‘ed_b'\
social, cultural and economic rights respectively by birth and there are restrictions on their behavier
Marginlization centers on caste system and tribes.

The present paper examines the novel An Outsider : Upara by Laxman Mane.

et —
90
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3) Tostudy discriminatory socig) System of [ngj, © In particy]ay through the novel; dguol!
Hypothesis of the Research _Paper o iy
The present research Paper is hypothes
levels. Laxman Mane is one of the acti
Kaikadi tribe. An outsider : Upara ig
succeed in understanding the sufferin
them, can solved the problems of Kaik
Scope and limitations

izes thy

tin Indig o .
0 : st
Ve leaders, who is fj madic tribes gre marginalized

1ghting for th :
about € Cause of the uplift
. Poverty, hunger and struggle for education. If
& of the Kaikag; ri '
adi tribe,

at various
ment ofl the
the readers

be and OPPose the caste system and educate

€ received the Sahilya

Akadami Award in 198]. Upara is
ider. An Outsider :

Upara is an account of the Kaikadi

Arun Joshi says,hailed to the Kaikadi community an iti.nerant community of basket weavers. The
autobiography can be said to be the first piece of conscious literature fror?n a person of I?NT. blt traces
the life full of strife of the boy who is the first one ever to go to school in his community, ecome a

' i i lot of uproar and agony for both the communities.
Social worker and his Inter — caste marriage a lot of up . _
is chi d riences in An Outsider : Upara. It portrays
[http://www.oiirj.org/] The writer unfolds his childhoo exlll)]e e v blon vty o e
' i 20 s i f this tribe live \
o o Bonafaikad e o ¢ O' an Mane has realistically depicted the
Made the Protagonist to wear borrowed things and survive.Laxm
YEry sensitive issues of kaikadi. iter describes his

Kaikadj people suffered in every village wherever theyl hadltgﬁze'isrrrjuc:lreldfrthey il
*ildhoog eXperiences. The upper caste boys do not t?uc%] . an Mane describes heartrending
untouchability The author had to suffer due to castelsm,k Laxm:

' : i er.
“Periences of his Jife and his community as being a social wor |
s e el f Bhakri. Three of these were given by
brought lots 0 ' ddition, the women

All ibly hungry. Mother had .+ before. In addition,

of us werc? terribly hungry . he leftovers of the night ek e e
28¢ Chief’s wife. She had also given t . or the other which s '
baskets moth h d mended had given her somethmgbl‘: kari and lentils on the palm of his hand.

other ha .

"d of her Sari. All of us sat down to eat father held @
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A v dame alale © and some bits and picee
fother okipped her own meal. 1 was given a Bhakri, some stale curry and son} ! and picceg ( ,
0 ' S : - an ¢ or family memberg ),
:\' ikadi pad to beg for survive from one village to another. Laxman and other family memberg hag ) )
NI

. S )
i mained inseparable part in the life of B
carable starvation. Wandering and hunger remained inscparable part 1¢ life of Kaik )

(hrough unb ag;

usider + Upara is about so many storics within the narrative. . .
At The pro?ugonist has grown up in very tragic Silllillif)n with his comtnum‘t.yd. 1:1]0‘ n(.)]\;'cl beging "
he description of the colony of the tribal surrounded by filthy atm‘osp.hcrc, Ou-l;l :: ILL Vi 'dgc Wher e
villagers come that place for latrine. The tribal arc not allowc‘:d to live in lh‘c, \:]1 af:,:. ld-xn;‘m Mang iy
village and they stay in the outskirts of the village in Khopol{, our huts crected on ¢ ‘plfun Y the sig, or;
road — our hut was in the open. At night, a kerosene lamp w1thotft a glass c<')v0f de .ll N [ grew i, m
hut like a small plant growing on the dunghill. (71 - 72). 'l‘hc.mhuman discrimination is the Shamcfu|
drawback of the Indian socicty. The writer has realistically described the tr.uth.

Dr. Ashwin P. Ranjanikar rightly says. The author had no self — importance to become Wit
nor was he engaged with any literary activity. He wrile bccauslc he WaPts to tell the eXPperienceg 0,
struggle, oppression, exploitation and agonics to the socicty his unending struggle started frop, hi
childhood and it reached its peak after his inter caste marriage.(

The novel revealed experiences of oppression and marginalization and also writer’s conflig for
achieving dignity and status of human being Laxman Mane finds himself deprived, depresseq and
subordinated in his personal as well as social life. Kaikadi tribe is marginalized and exploited group,
Laxman Mane witnesses the entreme degradation of his family by way of the caste Hindus. The triby,
have been denied the basic needs like food, cloth and shelter. The writer suffers throughout the life o
being a poor, marginalized and unwanted as an angry man. Laxman Mane’s An Outsider is a suffering
tale of tribal community in Indian Society.

R. B. Patankar to says :-
Suppose that we are reading Laxman Mane’s book Upara. Before we had read it we know almos

nothing about Kaikadi tribe, whose life depicts. The range of our experience and understanding has been |

widened. But that is not all; more important than this is the fact that the structure of our customary
cmotional and ethical responses has been shaken (405). Kaikadi community are treated as untouchables
and they had no right to attend the marriages of high caste people and eat along with them. Anybody who
accidently touched a Kaikadi would bathe again the protagonist of the novel was tortured by upper class

socicty. He went to school without book, notebook, pen and pencil, as no one from his community had |

cver attended the school.

Laxman said ‘I was going to school regularly, when we made a halt in a village, I had to got0
school of that village. Now 1 was used to it. I donot mid with the other students. They too were 0o
prepared to approach me (69) Mane is addressed as’ you lazy bum’ of you beggar, Laksha, son of
Kaikadi low caste’ etc. :

Laxman Mane’s An Outsider shows marginalization condition of female characters. The won®'
arc oppressed by both upper caste as well as their community. Kaikadi women are uneducated, religio"“’
hard — working, humble and superstitious. They were not allowed to bath and adorn everyday. The wr{lff
has described one incident between Paru and Maruti, whenever Paru’s husband Maruti finds her bathi"®

; ity
and adorning. Laxman Mane speaks of degradation, subordination and dishonoring of humar
especially of Kaikadi females in this novel.

The writer writes -

. . 1 mc

Mother a Pardhi tribal about fifty years old. Her husband is sentenced to f‘goro.us (he
Imprisonment. At, home, she has a young son. Well ! The Panchayat had a session quﬂ
E
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" her son trying to ?ustlfy their relatlonship - At] > She wa Co.mmumty vas (il
of the panchayat relived -ther?ise]ves on the ground, She has s 1%wen the
prepar€ flat loaves out of it ‘fvlth her own hands riomy « asked to m
inking. 1 asked her, she said : “Brother dear! |
Wwhat's my crime? Now, I don’t want 5 fifth one, | have foyr childr
Ty again. My first boy’s my husband now”, (11) Kaikadi ey
condition of woman is more horrib]e because Woman iy
and sex.The characters like Gajra,Parumami, the wife

Spivak comments,

Vivekanand College, Kolhapur

Peer-Reviewed Journal

;no permant place to live and they have to |;

groups:father,sons, daughters,grandsons,
settlement. '

.They live in family
in some temporary

sorrows and sufferings of a Kaikadi tribe that wa

s wandering in the darkness of explotation and
marginalization. In one chapter writer narrates his

experience when he visited America.lt was very
disturbing because even in abroad and among all well educated people he is seen follower of casteism

He asks certain questions *“ Had I belonged to a higher caste,would it have happen thus?would they have
treated me like this?(9) However, Laxman Mane turned toward Buddhism along with his people from his
community and tried his best to guide his people.

Thus An Outsider brings out Laxman Mane’s image as a social reformer not on.ly for his
Community but all work cited for all the marginalized groups.He is a repfesef]taltiv.e ‘of' the entire kaikadi
COmmunity, An Outsider brings out a space for him to voice not only his V1ct1mllz.at10n b.ut also of the
Community he belongs.An Outsider is a restless commentary on the dehumanizing social codes and

conventions under which nomadic tribes suffer.
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