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Critique of J. M. Coetzee’s Disgr An EcofeminiSt
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Abstract:

Disgr.aco written by J. M. Coetzee was published in 1999 anqd it won the
Booker Prize in the same year. More than that what makes Disgrace to stand apart of
Coctzee’s literary canon is the fact that it is his mostly read, critically appreciated and
criticised” novel. Based in the transition period of South Africa the novel is deeply and
organically rooted in the contemporary socio-political scenario there. The central
character of the novel Prof. Luri has attracted plenty of critical attention. However along
with Luri, the present paper will explore the character of Lucy, Luri’s daughter, in the
light of Ecofeminism. Coetzee’s characters are too multi-dimensional to be caught in
one or two labels. So this paper will be a humble attempt of appreciating the motherly
and environmental side of Lucy’s character with required reference to other dimensions
of her character.

Keywords: Ecofeminism, Apartheid System, Collective Responsibility Oppression,
Control, Gender, Rape

Agriculture is our wisest pursuit, because it will in the end contribute most to
real wealth, good morals, and happiness. — Thomas Jefferson

Honoured by 2093 Nobel Prize in Literature, John Maxwell Coet?ee is an
African and Australian novelist, linguist and transtator. The selected novel, Disgrace 1s
Coetzee’s second novel to win a Booker. This around 200 pages novel catches a ;/ory
important moment and movement in the history of South A.ﬁ'lca. The Solotl;1 .Aortl::z
depicted in the novel is revolutionarily entering Post Apartheid sy'/sl:emt Zbl;)it]tZl'l:ifie o
Mechanism that promoted slavery. The transition is good but not \-wir(e)l:)lack and white.
it. The novel depicts that bitter side of the transition. The characters ‘de e subtly and
The changing dynamics in their relations and transitions have be;%n ) Pe f Lucy invite
hones“Y The use of land and the central conflict of the novel, the w:])o e difrsat
Ecofeminism g better perspective to explore the Cha.mte].. of L.uﬁze aod the country at
bunch of valyes and maxims to decode the happenings Il her 1

large, g to cope with and to get
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The two central characters are white people try
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