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Krantingrani Swatantryayiy - Dattoba Tambat

l)r.\lnujuslu'{ S.. Ghorpade, Dr. Madhavi Charankar

Head, Dept. of History, Head, Dept. of Commerce,
\:wcknnmul College (Autonomous), Vivekanand College (Autonomous),
Kolhapur, Kolhapur

Introduction:

1"}1“"5 """"“I“"Ol}my movement was an important episode of Indian freedom movement.
Many Indians were '“(’.“Vmed by the immense sacrifices of revolutionaries. The revolutionary
movement started in !mlm by the end of 19" Century. The patriotic youth of various states of India
used to adopt a terrorist and revolutionary path to counter the oppressive power of the British and the
atrocious policy. ThFY were convinced that the country would not get freedom without resorting to
armed struggle, sacrifice and violence. Since the nation was considered as mother, it has become the
ideology of the revolutionaries to destroy the rights of the foreigners and to liberate India. Kolhapur
State was the leading state in this revolutionary movement. Among the revolutionary activist of
Kolhapur State, the name of Shri. Dattoba Tambat in Kolhapur will be named as 'Leading Activist'.
Birth and Childhood:
Dattoba was born in a poor family in Kolhapur in 1908. His father died when he was only three
months old. So, his mother and the elder brother nurtured him further. He studied till sixth standard in
English. While in school, he had become crazy about Talim. As an instrument of livelihood, he started
a business in Taylor's shop at Shivaji Chowk and started a business. He was then 'coat specialist'. The
Suvarn Tailoring Firm of Shivaji Chowk was the centre of the nationalist movement. Along with him,
his stitching machine was also imprisoned for three occasions with him.'
Boycott on Foreign Goods:
While solving the issues of livelihood, he had gained prominence in many plays and earned popularity
as a ‘good actor’. He also participated in Mahatma Gandhi's ‘Civil Disobedience Movement’ which
began in 1930. He was only 18 years old at that time. Through ‘Shahiri’, (a singing of glorious act) he
started the task of awakening the masses. He started boycott on foreign goods by picketing in
Mumbai. For this reason, he was arrested for four months in Yerwada Jail. Even though, after that
imprisonment also he did not give up, he continued his boycott movement through picketing. Again he
was sentenced for nine-month for picketing at the liquor shop."

Hoisting of Tiranga on Shanivarwada:
Till the year of 1930, the then Kolhapur state's political movement was not started, so he joined the

freedom movement in British area and especially at the centre of British political power of the Empire
at Pune. Shanivarwada was the symbol of British power. So he removed Union Jack hoisted on
Shanivarwada, and replaced that flag with Indian Congress flag; i.e. Tiranga. Despite being in charge
of the British, he had made this dashing act without regard to life. At that time, he became hero in the
eyes of people in the Kolhapur. Again the British Government sentenced him the one and half year
rigorous imprisonment. He was again imprisoned in Yerwada Jail. The grief about the country, the
opposition to the British government and the brave attitude of the people is seen.™

Protest against British Order: : ™
After the growing action of the activists in Pune, in 1934, the British government had issued a

prohibition orders. After breaking the order, Dattoba Tambat delivered a speech in front of
Shaniwarwada. So he was sentenced to two and a half years of rigorous imprisonment."

Introduction of Lecture Series: | S
Kolhapur was a Princesly state, and to continue the atmosphere of nationalist feelings, Tambat and his

associates established an organization called ‘Karvir Vyakhyanmala’, in order to maintain national
awareness. Through this lecture series, he and his associates invited the leading personalities of
freedom movement such as Yususf Mehar Ali, S. K. Patil, Tarktirth Laxman Shastri Joshi, Achutrao
Patwardhan, Kakasaheb Gadgil, Keshavrao Jedhe, Shankarrao Dev. This lecture series continued the
national awareness as well as social enlightenment among the people. Madhavrao Bagal was also

associated with the lecture series.”
Participation in Farmers' Rallies:

—
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d to reduce th,

There were two largest rallies of farmers were arranged at Kolhapur for“the [({izn;?(?ught 3 Bise r:"]an
tax of Kolhapur region. He was one of the important lcnde'rs of that rally. ots, Ttis selly gt 3{ o
ten thousand farmers to Rajaram Maharaj then the Mnhnraj.a of Koll:xlz‘lpuL :t m;d oifior iy b
Bhai Madhavrao Bagal and Nanasaheb Jagdale. At that time Mr. Tam Were
involved in this rally." ok
Participation in the establishment of Praja Parishad: - o @
In Kolhapur, the demand for responsible state was mnde to Chlhmrapall. li;l;:fml[( olPPE)-a .asjgte f’ra
Parishad-Sabha was established. Tambat took the initiative in the establis ment of P jh ldq?sha :
He was imprisoned lor taking part in Prajaparishad Sarabandi Movement. He w eld for th,

~ . Vil
four months and again for one year and six months. .
Participation in Kupwara Praja Parishad Sabha session:
In 1939, the session of Kolhapur Praja Parishad Sabha was taken at Kupwac'i. Dattoba wz;s a top brag;
in that session. He distributed the pamphlet at this session showing the difference of and tax raye
between the farmers of Khalsa and the farmers of the Kolhapur state. He was arrested for this reagg,
on the Kadwadi road. After the release from prison, the flame of Prajaparishad Sabha was brough

bare feet by him to the Gargoti session. The people enthusiastically welcomed the flame. This flame
was continuously kept flaming at Kolhapur,""

Work in the Underground Movement:

Dattoba remained underground and led the movement in Shahuwadi and Panhala. He le_d the
underground movement by burning the government offices (Chavadya) at village level, lburn.l.ng of
liquor gutti, robbery on post, breaking the wires and telegrams, looting of arms. He resided in the
forest of Yelvan Jugai in Shahuwadi taluka for three years and continued the underground movemen
with the association of Tukaram Bhurke, Tukdeo Kulkarni, Bhausaheb Viroje, Bharmu and Shreepa]
Pahalwan. He was working to shock the British power by the courageous actions such as attacking the

police at the police station of Sakharapa, and stopping the spears at the chest of the pol.ice and taking
away their weapons and ammunition. So the British government printed his photo and issued warran;
to catch him alive or dead.™

Attack on Barshi Light Railway:
Ratnappa Kumbhar, and his associates
the police actrocities. In this campai

planned to rob the postage at Barshi Light Railway to oppose
Biroz of Malgaon, Sham Patwardhan

gn S. P. Patil, Mr. Shripal Chowgule of Arjunwad, Bhausaheb
of Yelvan Jugai, Dr. Madhavrao Kulkamni, Mr. Shankarrao Mane
and Vir Dattoba Tambat all these courageous people participated in the campaign. On 19™ December
1943 at the Belawanki station, Dr. Madhavrao Kulkami stopped the train by stacking stone. At that
time, Dattoba Tambat and the doctor Kulkarni succeeded their mission by coordinating between all the
activists. There was a special secti

on of the train in which all the bags and post box were looted and
taken to the designated place. The police department was shocked by this news that some activists
looted the Barshi Light Train. As the news spread all over, the police department was shaken.

Immediately after the news police department started blockade and investigation of suspicious persons

everywhere. The cases were filed on eleven activists at the Satara sessions court. While the
prosecution was going on in Satara, the

police resorted to atrocities by dragging the freedom fighters
into the streets. The main three accused in this case was Dr. Madhavrao Kulkarni, Sham Patwardhan
and Dattoba Tambat.*
Loot at Jejuri Shrine:
Money was very necessary,

Pune Sasavad road. But due to heavy
security and other issues it was very hard to rob that money. So Ratanppa and his colleagues changed
their mind and plan was cancelled. The activists of Saswad advised to loot the Jejuri shrine. The work
to collect every minute details of Jejuri was handed over to Dattoba Tambat, Shankarrao Mane, Sham
Patwardhan, Doctor Madhav Kulkami and S. P. Patil. The date for attack on Jejuri was fixed on 27

July 1944. In this campaign, twelve to thirteen youngsters alighted at Jejuri bus stand. They went t0
the fort by grouping into two groups. They asked priest that they wanted to worship God, and ho¥
much money required to be spent. That morning,

at 8 o'clock, the reading of the aarti and pothi of
Khanderaya started. One of the young men went to the temple sanctum to inquire about it. Priest g0

—

An International Multidisciplinary Refereed Research Quarterly Journal, Vol..- 07/ Issue

-22/March 2019 Page no. 52

(¥ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



: UG C-Liste 411 5
Shodh Sandarsh CeListed No-4 1329 Iy 2act Factoy ~ 4.7, Lsfifactor.con ISSN-2319-5908

suspicious by his actions. “‘0“1 young activists put a cordon and threatened him through pistol. They
locked him in the dark room. The ormaments and ido] were laken away by the activists, They already
arranged lhf: rope to climb down the temple, As per the plan they parked their vehicle on Nira road.
Through this \’l_‘:hICIC Dattoba Tambat, Shankarrao Mane etc. travelled towards Kolhapur with all the
omaments and idol. There Was a news in the morning of 28-29 July in daily Navakal.®

This inc‘idcm was !‘CCOI'dCd_Iﬂ Panchnama, in which the 2.75 sher (a local mcasu}ement unit) gold
mask of goddess, sat padari kanthi (a one type of necklace), 51 pethi gold Thushi, mothyacha tura (a
pearl om:lmc‘nl). 587 pearl, gold thread pendhe, pimpalpan, gold thread mangalsutra, gold nuth, and
chateri, and five swords and four rifles were also looted by revolutionaries. These all the material was
worth of two and half lakh rupees. These goods were robbed by the revolutionaries.™”

Meghsham Palwa.rdhan was one of the activists in Jejuri shrine robbery case. He was living in Pune
for college cducqtlpn. Polic.e raided the room of Patwardhan, and got the names and addresses of many
underground activists. Police filed case on thirteen activists. The trial was started in Pune session
court. In this trial 98 witnesses gave there testimony."! Shankar Rao Mane, Dattatray Tambat,
Shivgonda Patil, Baburao Chougule and Madhav Kulkami were given three years' rigorous
imprisonment under Section 395 and for one year under section 342.5"

Brahmi Treasure Loot:

On February 1, 1943, the freedom fighters had plundered Brahmi treasure at Kolhapur in broad
daylight. The revolutionaries looted the sum of Rupees 53,735. Shankarrao Mane, Dr. Yashwant
Kulkamni, Chikode, Shyam Jirgol, Lalji Upadhyay, Lakshman Govind Misal, Ahmed Shaji Mulla, Bal
Wardhamane, Abdul Athanikar were prominent personalities in this loot. Dattoba Tambat has
especially responsibility to divert the attention of police. So Dattoba Tambat engaged the police
parties by creating obstacles of rationing vehicles near the Katyani temple. Dr. Yashwant Kulkami,
Shyam Jirgale and Lalji Upadhyay were beaten by the police and they were fined 500 rupees each.
The rest became underground. Abdul Athanikar remained underground till independence. He lived for
three years in Mumbai by faking the identity as G. B. Kale*"

Work for merger of Kolhapur Princesly State:
India became independent on August 15, 1947 and the struggle for merger within India was started at

Kolhapur state. Shree. Tambat enthusiastically took part in the in the movement to merge the southern
region in the neighboring territories. Kolhapur state merged in Bombay province on March 1, 1949
Participation in Constructive Work:

Tambat wanted to transform Swaraj into surajya i.e. welfare of all the people. He started constructive
work in Panhala and Shahuwadi areas to help the poor people. During this time, he tried to build
roads, irrigation, schools, river dam etc. in the hill areas with the cooperation of the people and the
government. He invited to former Chief Minister Morarji Desai, Yashwantrao Chavan and Bhausaheb
Hiray at Bhanbhogav in Panhala taluka to pay attention towards the public grievances.™"

Role in the Samyukt Maharashtra Movement: _
Linguistic provinces were created. However, the State of Mumbai was not reorganized on the

linguistic principle. Therefore, the movement of the Samyukt Maharashtra started to against this
injustice towards the people of Maharashtra. Kolhapur district Samyukt Maharashtra Samiti was
established by Tambat at Kolhapur. He was the chairman of this committee. He intensified the

Samyukt Maharashtra movement™"

Functions of Freedom Fighters Association: |
From 1960 to 1963, Tambat organized the freedom fighters. He toured to every district for that goal.

He arranged different meetings to organize the freedom fighters. He took different rallies and put
forwarded the issues to the government related with the freedom fighters. He succeeded to resolve the
more of the issues. For this cause he established an independent freedom fighter's organization.™
Conclusion:

Swatantryavir Dattoba Tambat took part in the freedom struggle of this country. He was inspired by
the freedom fighters of the country. He was very affectionate towards his country. He participated in
the national movement in his youth. His infinite sacrifice, sufferings for freedom and tough life
adopted by him also inspired many people in the country. Due to Dattoba Tambat and other freedom
fighters the freedom movement India became intense in actual sense. His family was not also lagged
behind in his struggle for independence. He also participated in his fight for independence, with his

s
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wife Bhagirathibai Tambat. Even one of his children was born in jail. From llm.; :nc:it:lml:c,rwe

truly realize the contribution of this family towards freedom slrugg[g. '[-lc was f([}?ecﬁi rhes? e
years ol imprisonment, but he was imprisoned for nine to ten years in Jmi. l_‘!c ;3,0 ¢ hoﬁoredﬁmd of
imprisonment in Kolhapur state. The then President of India, Fa'kr‘uddm A'll AGlle,i yrmieos s Wﬂ.rk :
by paying a Tamrapatra (copperplate) to him at Delhi. Prime anslcr Indira Gan d] e olzed h'll'n
with a trophy to glority his work during freedom struggle. This freedom ['{g'htcr[z‘ln sl .orﬁ-er died |
at the age of seventy. Even afler attaining independence, he had-no ambl.tlon, ?f:: Ufhf € In Ireedop,
struggle. He did not expect any honor or glory for his work. His only aim to Iree _f:lCOllnLry from
British rule. Again he did not stop his work after independence. He continued his social work for t,

betterment of the people of India. He was the true legend and a political worker and social worker.
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R Narayan's Refleetive Thoughts on Indinn Freedom Movement in the novel
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Abstract:-

R. K. Naryan is generally considered as India’s one of the most i_mponant writers in Indian
English. He is the greatest writer of 20 th century English literature. I"IIS full name is Ra§|puram
Krishnaswami Ayyar Narayanswami. He was born on 10" October 1906 in (l?hennaL'He ol:rtamed his
bachelor’s degree from the University of Mysore. He is one of the few Indian Engl’lsh.wr.lters who
spent nearly all his time in India. He went abroad to the United States in 1956 at the m\{ltatmn of the
Rockefeller Foundation. He started his literary career with short stories which appeared m.The Hindu,
He also worked as the Mysore correspondent of justice, a Madras based newspaper. ll:l his Memoir (
My Days ) he has given beautiful description of his early life. R K. Naryan’s mentor,friend, an author
and critic Graham Green was responsible for publishing his first few novels.

R. K. Narayan won many awards and honours for his outstanding work. He won the National
Prize of the Sahitya Academy, the Indian literary award for The Guide in 1958. He was an honorary
member of the society, he was elected an honorary member of the American Academy and Institute of
Arts and Letters in 1982 and nominated to the Rajya Sabha in 1989.Besides, university of Mysore
,Delhi University of Leeds conferred honorary doctorates to him. He was awarded Padma Vibhushan
in 2000.

R.K.Narayan has written many novels and short stories. His wellknown novels are The
Guide, The Bachelor of Arts, The Financial Expert, The Printer of Malgudi,The Vendor of Sweets,The
English Teacher, Waiting for The Mahatma and so on. When he was born in 1906, the Indian
Nationalist movement was emerging day by day. Since his childhood days he witnessed that people of
India were struggling for freedom. Though he was a child he still observed the rise of Nationalist
activity that broke out in India immediately after the First World War. He was just 13 yrs. when the
Jallinwala Bagh Massacre (1919) took place. During the period of his maturity, he was influenced by
many ideas such as, the Quite India Movement, Gandhi’s principles, the non-cooperation movement
and all other forms of Anti-British activities , which were active during the Eeriod. He himself has
commented on many occasions that “growing up in the first half of the 20" Century in India one
couldn’t be swept away by the rising tide of the nationalist movement.”The novels written by him in
the period of per-independence India are striking representations of emerging India. He started his
career as a novelist with ‘Swami and Friends’(1935) in which he tried to describe how the British Raj
transformed the century-old Indian culture into hybrid one, making people accept certain aspects of
the colonizer’s culture even as they were struggling against the colonial rule politically for

independence. The novel represented the anti-British sentiment ,and engaged the whole nation in a
struggle for its independence.

The discussion about the social and political aspects of the Indian English novel is incomplete
without talking about the Indian Freedom Movement. The Freedom Movement made a rare start from
around the later part of the 19" century after the First World War of Independence and gained great
inspiration during the 1920s and 1930s until the achievement of independence in 1947. The Freedom
struggle provided rich and ready material for the writers in the regional languages and Indian English
writers were no exception to the rule. The Indian Freedom Movement contributed greatly to the mass
social emancipation of the Indian people. Mulk Raj Anand, Raja Rao and R.K.Narayan wrer strongly
influenced by Mahatma Gandhi in 1930s. Narayan was very much influenced by the Gandhian
principles and particularly by his philosophy.He had an active part in the Quit India Movement.The
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image of Mahatma Ghandi is reflected in his novels like The Guide, Waiting for the Mahatma and
The Vendor of Sweets. Mahatma Gandhi appeared in different roles such as a sage, an eccentric, a
moralist, a shrewd politician, a fundamentalist and a simple man with a special sense of humour.

R.K.Narayan's novel Waiting for the Mahatma (1955) is based on the theme of Freedom
Struggle and an impact of Ghandian thought on ordinary Indian. It is basically dealt with the
Transformation of Freedom Movement into a Mass Movement. The novel is fabricated around its
protagonist, Sriram ,who is changed from the state of ignorant and aimless youth to an acute and
committed disciple of Mahatma Gandhiji and a stern Freedom Fighter. Sriram stands for the masses of
youths that followed the path of Mahatma Gandhiji during his tenure as the leader of the Freedom
Movement. Sriram is an orphan, who has lost his parents when he was a child. He is brought up by his
grandmother with the help of pension amount of Sriram’s father. He is brought up without being
exposed to the outside world.

The novelist introduces the theme of Freedom struggle in an unusual manner. Gandhiji’s
public meeting is arranged in Malgudi. The very day Sriram goes to listen Gandhiji’s speech without
being aware of who Gandhiji is and What Freedom struggle means. The orphan young man Sriram is
motivated by Gandhi’s speech and very much attracted towards Gandhi’s beautiful disciple Bharati.
He is impressed by both the personalities. Later on Sriram does not miss a single speech of Mahatma
Gandhi. He attends all his meetings not because of his interest in speech nor his love for the country
but his passion for Bharati. The master stroke of irony is seen here. However, the seed of patriotism is
sown in him. He becomes Satyagrahi. In this fiction Mahatma Gandhi is a central character and the
fact is that Waiting for Mahatma is a narrative of Freedom struggle. Before beginning of his speech
Mahatmaji used to say that he is going to speak only in Hindi as his matter of principles and he is not
using English language of rulers, which made the Indians slave. He opposed English as the language
of the colonial rule. Sriram gradually learnt the importance of spinning on the charaka, non-violance
and the principle of absolute truth. Gandhiji's philosophy of disregard for the practice of
untouchability follows the doctrine of non-violance and here, Sriram is impressed by Gandhiji’s
ideology. Here we see the Freedom movement itself being transformed into a mass movement. It is
very clear that the sudden change takes place in Sriram, who in the past had no definite aim and
vision. He undergoes a significant change whenever he listens to Gandhiji. Gandhi’s sermon lead him
to change his conduct towards women. However, in the beginning he was bumning with passion for
Bharati, but he was able to overcome it because of Gandhi. He learns self-control and starts to
concentrate not on Bharati but on Bharata. Sriram joins congress, works for the country just because
he is already under the spell of Gandhiji.

The story of novel is dealt with Gandhi’s stay with the untouchables in their huts, which
thickens the theme of the transformation of freedom movement into a mass movement. The central
character Sriram represents the multitude of the youths that responded to the call of Gandhiji to fight
against the British. The novel gives the detailed picture of the mass movement as and when Gandhiji
approaches the scene.

The conversation between Bharati and Sriram informs us that they have mutual liking for one
another. The narrative projects Bharati not just a character but symbol of child of Mother India.
Bharati also is an orphan. Her father was a freedom fighter, who died in 1920 for the sake of nation’s
movement. Her mother is also passed away and she has been adopted by Sevak Sangh. She is closely
related with it and working on behalf of it,she is full of enthusiasm and devoted in teaching people
how to spin on charaka. She tells people about Gandhiji’s ideas and nonviolence.

The character of Gorpad is introduced in the story, who talks about the sacrifices of his
brother and Bharati’s father. In due course of time Srirams’s attitude undergoes a rapid change. He
has made up his mind to be ready for the campaign of Gandhi and go against the British in full spint.
Gandhiji teaches him some principles, which are very necessary for expelling the British. They are ,
keep away from violence, never be enemy to anyone, treat the enemy as a friend, develop
OVerpowering love at the heart of enemy, become hundred percent anhinsa soldier, protect animals
and so on, Of course, this shows the novel has the base of humanity and gradually it leads to freedom
z‘mggle. The character in the narrative, Gorpad plays an important role in making Sriram to

Nderstang the impact of British rule on the life of villagers. He talks about the British rule, strategy
d their injustice done to the native people. Besides, Ghandhiji undertakes four campaigns in the

A .
n J'Mema;fona! Multidisciplinary Refereed Research Quarterly Journal. Vol..- 07/ Issue-22/ March 2019 Page no. 59

[ -

(¥ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



/

ShaA Sandarsh U.G.C-Listed No-41329  Impact Factor — 4.7 (wwiwsiifuctor.com) ISSN-23 m‘!ﬂ!!!

south just to awake the spirit of native people. Aller the completing the tours, he gives moral (ipg i
Sriram and Bharati to sustain the campaign in Malgudi. The youths are boosted to be ready for
sacrifices it needed for the noble cause of nation. In a way this is the teaching given to the youp |,

Gandhiji, and it worked out and helped the complete nation to participate in freedom strugg|e
Subsequently, Sriram is more devoted and committed to the task. He follows the principles oi‘
Mahatma Gandhiji in every walk of life. Gandhiji used to say the people “ Spin charaka and reag
Bhagvad Gita and utter Ram Nam continuously and then you will know what to do in life .

The novel reflects Mahatma Gandhi’s Quite Indian Movement, Which encourages Native
people positively and inspire them to participate actively. The movement becomes famous through the
deeds of Sriram. He is so much obsessed with the thought of Quite Indian Movement. Sriram Moveg
from place to place just advocating the principles of Gandhiji. This holds mirror to the transformatjoy
freedom movement into a mass movement. He dissuades people from buying foreign goods by
quoting the thoughts of Gandhiji. The episode of sriram’s company with Jagdish throws light op
Sriram’s indulging into extremism and following the principles of great leader Subhash Chandr,
Bose, and subsequently, it put him into the jail. This paves the way for Sriram to part with Jagdish ang
his extremism. This episode reflects the significant theme of freedom struggle. Sriram’s being in jajj
gives him a chance to convert the jail into a platform for the discussion of nationalism.

The love story of Sriram and Bharati,and the plot of the novel of freedom struggle is skillfulty
merged together. Finally the narrative ends with an anticlimax where, we come to know that Gandhij;
is assassinated while he was in the prayer. Thus the climax of the novel is deliberate to sustain that the
novel is not a novel of love but a novel of freedom struggle. In this way R.K.Narayan is succeeded ip
depicting the transformation of freedom struggle into a mass movement and subsequently leading to
win a freedom. R. K. Narayan is unidentified social reformer, who is quite aware of the various
eccentricities, absurdities and racial discriminations of the Indian society. He tries his level best to
create an awareness amongst the people about evil practices.

References:

1) Narayan, R.K. Waiting forMahatma,Chennai:IndianThought,Publication,1999

2) Singh, K. P. The Novels of R.K.Narayan,A Critical Evaluation,New Delhi, Atalantic
Publishers and Distributers, 2001

3) Iyengar,K.R.S., Indian Writing in English. New Delhi:Sterling Publishers,1990

4) Narayan,R K. Waiting for Mahatma,Indian Thought Publication,Mysore, 1976

o

An International Multidisciplinary Refereed Research Quarterly Journal. Vol..- 07/ Issue-22/ March 2019 Page no. 60

S—

(¥ Scanned with OKEN Scanner



Shodh Sandarsh U.G.C-Listed No-41329 __Impact Factor = 4.7 (www.sjifactor.com) ___ISSN-2319.59,,

Socio-Educational Contribution of Dr. Bapuji Salunkhe in the |
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Abstract:- .

Knowledge is the food for man because in absence of knowledge man cannot f[.;ronw 1}1115 food:
education is the pond of knowledge. Education is the parameter that separales a rpar:h rom the beagy,
Education uplifis the standards, promotes co-operation and maintains harmony in 5;00182_!. The
cognizance it instills makes every individual an intellectual citizen of the nation. Accor Ing to
aforesaid maxim in order to meet and overcome most of the challenges in the present educatiop
system in Maharashtra; Shri Swami Vivekanand Shikshan Sanstha, Kolhapur (M.S) St[;'\lf]es hard o
impart knowledge in all part of society and make the Nation healthy an(.i Spphlstlcate;i eb&mnqer
of sanstha Dr. Bapuji Salunkhe is one of the freedom fighter, and Educationist who made substantia]
contribution in the making of modern Maharashtra. _
Keywords: Knowledge, Education, Society , Cognizance, Harmony, Nation, Modern Maharashtra,
Introduction:- o ‘

Higher education is of vital importance for the country, as it Is a pc.chrfuI tool to !)ulld
knowledge-based society of the 21* Century. Empowerment needs education in general and higher
education in particular. Bapuji’s vision of life, thinking and practice were the rc§u_lt_0f E-loble
teachings considering these ethoses; Sanstha is serving to ensure access and .eqmty'm higher
educational opportunity to all deserving and meritorious students with a pr;fcrentlal option for the
poor and marginalized, irrespective of caste and creed thus; becoming a bridge between the rural-
urban divide. To the extent of my information, that the Sanstha, realized need of harmony through

education in today’s conflicted world and we are inculcating the spirit of harmony among the
students by education.

Life and Mission:-

The life and mission of Shikshanmaharshi Dr. Bapuji Salulnkhe will be marked as the
golden era in the educational history of Maharashtra. Bapuji’s original name is Gavindrao Dnyanoji
Salunkhe. It was because of the great influence Mahatma Gandhi exerted on his life that his kith and
kin started calling him Bapuji’ and the same nomenclature caught on in his later life.

Bapuji was born at Rampur village situated in Patan Taluka of Satara District. Deprived of
both of his parents in his early boyhood, Bapuji had to acquire his education in the face of adversity,
He took his B.A. Degree in 1945; and passed his B.T. in 1949. Endowed with powerful eloquence

Bapuji was interested in Sanskrit and Marathi and Mathematics subject.
Mission: Early Phase:

The starting point of Bapuji’s educational career is in 1940, when he was appointed as
‘Rajguru’ in the princely state of Sondur. But soon the career came to an end as the electrified
patriot plunged himself head long into the vortex of “Quit india Movement" spearheaded by
Mahatma Gandhi . Later, during his tenure as the chairman of Satara District Stude
1947, Bapuji proved instrumental in collecting funds to the tune of Rupees one
Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil, the founder of Rayat Shikshan Sanstha. This great mission was
recognized by no smaller personality than Mahatma Gandhi, who certified Bapuji to the effect in his
own hand-writing, a proud possession still in his preserve. In 1948, Bapuji wrote a short story of
freedom fighters in Satara district based on his personal interviews with the activist,

' Bapuji served in Rayat Shikshan Sanstha tor a decade-from 1945 to 1955; for the first four
years in the capacity of a teacher and then as the headmaster of Mahatma Gandhi Vidyalaya, Rukadi
which he developed with his missionary zeal and Indefatigable work. Bapuji left the Sanstha in
1955, along with a number of his colleagues.

Establishment of Shri Swami Vivekanand Shikshan Sanstha:-

October 19, 1954 saw the be

= ginning at a new phase in Bapuii’ 4 the
foundation of a new educational instj P apuji’'s career when he laid

itute in the presence of his colleagues in Murlidhar temple at

nts Congress, in
Lac in honour of
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Karad. In Novcmbf:r 1954, the proposed educational institute was named after Shri Swami
Vivekanand, at the instance of Swami Ramanand Bharati, the first president of the Sanstha . Shri
Swami Vivekanand S“l111kshan Sanstha was duly registered on 31 December, 1954 and started
functioning on the 5% June, 1955. Bapuji and his colleagues set up highschools at Kolhapur,
Tasgson, Chaphal, Tarale and Undale; a training college for women at Karad, Boys, Hostels at
Kolhapur and Chaphal. This was only the modest beginning of Shri Swami Vivekanand Shikshan
Sanstha that was soon to be developed into a massjve network with its 260 cultural centre’s
imparting instruction to 88652 students in the states of Maharashtra and Kamataka.The Sanstha has
the most impressive number of 3160 teaching staff, 1221 Non-teaching and office staff. The Sanstha
owns 176 buildings and 70 new buildings are being constructed along with the construction of the
new Head office. The Sanstha has also opened a credit society for its employees.

Motto :

“Dnyan, Vidnyan Ani Susanskar Yasathi Shikshan Prasar " (The spread of education is with
a view to diffusing Knowledge, Science and good breeding) is the motto of the Sanstha. Bapuji
defines 'Dnyan as the knowledge of truth, character, integrity, demolition at exploitative tendencies,
service and dedication. Vidnyan consists in the application of the aforesaid principles to life which,
in turn will lead to good breeding. Bapuji’s conviction is that since 'Goodness is an attribute of God,
formation of good character should receive due emphasis in our educational institutes. Hence
Sanstha’s official prayer- ‘Hare Ram, Hare Krishna', a poem composed by Bapuji himself.

Sacrifice:

Bapuji has dedicated his whole life to the cause of Shri Swami Vivekanand Shikshan
Sanstha. He used to receive only the merge salary of an assistant school teacher right from the
inception at the Sanstha. In 1962, he bequeathed his inherited property to the Sanstha at the
inauguration of late Dnyanojirao Salunkhe Hij gh-School, named after his father, at Patan. In addition
to this, he has donated large amounts of money to the Sanstha from time to time. He diverted the
sum of Rs.1,37,000/- he had received as ‘Gurudakshina' in 1973 towards the expenditure at the
Sanstha. Again, in 1981, he handed over the amount of Rs. 5 lac, collected by the employees of the
Sanstha in honour of Parampuiya Bapuii on the occasion of his 60" birthday, with an addition of
Rs.101 /-of his own, to honorable Vasantdada Patil, the president of the Sanstha for its due
utilization towards the development schemes.

Recognition and Gratitude : '

Bapuji's contribution in the national and educational field has been recognized by the
Maharashtra Government by bestowing upon him the honour of Freedom Fighter and the title of
Dalit Mitra. But the true recognition of his services comes from the people who have always held
him in high esteem by acclaiming him as Shikshan Maharshi. The Sanstha too has shown its deep
sense of gratitude by naming a recently started college at Karad alter this Shikshan Maharshi who .
has dedicated his entire life to the cause of education and enlightenment amongst the masses. Later,
Chancellor of Shivaji University, Kolhapur has consented to confer on him an honorary D.Lit.,
which comes as the befitting culmination of his career as an educationist. It must, indeed, be a
unique example of how a humble teacher can build up an edifice of leaming with a huge network of
educational centres all over the Western Maharashtra and North Karnataka by dint of his missionary
zeal, organizational capacity and indefatigable labour, and therein indeed lies the crowning glory of
his life.

The Essence of Dr. Bapuji Salunkhe:-

Shri Swami Vivekanand Shikshan Sanstha, Kolhapur (M.S) is one of the leading educational
institutions, imparting quality education across diverse verticals for over six decac!_es with the motto
“Education is for Knowledge, Science & Culture”, given by founder Dr. Bapuji Salmﬂl(hhc. “The
Teacher in all Sanskar Kendra celebrate Dr. Bapuji Salunkhe’s bmhc?ay every year on 9" June by
taking stock of our achievements during the previous year and rededicating ourselves towards our
Mission oriented tasks related to the development of Educational quality and quantity”. Shri Swami
Vivekanand Shikshan S anstha, Kolhapur (M.S) , which has carved a name and place for itself in the

tharashtra State, is a result of a dream envisioned by our dear Bapuji. “{hlle_ drt?ammg-of
chanp; . d of education, Bapuji has given a major C.Dl'ltl?lbut'lorl in shaping
S°8 the society through sprea : d hi bution in their hearts

of oyr Maharashtra state, and the society has very rightly engraved his contribution in their >
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Our institute is continuously carrying forward Bapuji's illl:ll”:lll and his philosophy through itg 385
Sanskar Kendray and along with almost 9000 Gurudev Karyakartas. , .

The ethnic di\'crsill; in Indin poscs challenges to implement consistent cd[ucallo[r;‘ nnlldonm'dc,
There are diflerent languages spoken in the country and which mnl‘(c:f it filmCl.l ( loo cé ]cllgcﬂlmn
tailored to specific social segment. Educating women in some SOClc.lI.L‘.S is a big lSS:C—" l'll ren of
poor families are forced to work and miss out the learning opportunitics. Illiterate adu 3 ']ﬂch very
limited opportunitics to get educated at later age in their lives. But Shri Sv\cflaml B, ive Innnnd
Shikshan Sanstha, rendering its valuable services in the field Of(':dllCthIOF{, IS bﬂs‘? on the ‘l’:‘ ues of
love, unity and peace. This institution provides holistic education and is the Pmn_ee; in lendlpg
school education with a spiritual curriculum to help every student reach his highest potentig|
intellectually, physically, emotionally and spiritually.

Conclusion:- ;

Dr. Bapuji Salunkhe always walked on the path of eradicath}g darkness 'from the llf:c of th
poor, downtrodden and weaker section through the spread of education. He decided to df:dlcate his
entire life for the upliftment of the country through working in the qucatlon field. For this purpose,
he even donated his personal property. The difficult task of nurturing and running the Sanstha wag
made easy due to the dedication shown by all the Gurudev Karyakartas working relentlessly for the
Sanstha. .

The seed sown by Bapuji has now grown into a big tree. In the initial days, with the help of
people having concern for the society and also through public donations; Bapuji could develop the
Sanstha and its various branches. It is only through donations given by large-hearted donors from
the society that Bapuji could complete various projects like construction works and repair,
renovation of buildings, land purchase, buying of educational material, developing library and other
such important works for the Sanstha. It is only due to the society and nation building work done by
Bapuji that a whole generation got the opportunity to get literate and educated. The people who
made progress in their life due to the education provided by Bapuji always fondly and respectfully

™ remember him and his work. Due to Bapuji’s tireless efforts and endeavors many family stand and
J flourished. So all the members of sanstha has this right opportunity to commemorate gratitude .In
conclusion we may say that Socio-Educational Contributions of Shikshanmaharshi Dr. Bapuji

Salunkhe are very crucial in shaping and formation and of Modem Maharashtra.

Views of Some Eminent Personalities on Our Sanstha

1) “The work of Shri Swami Vivekanand Shikshan Sanstha is spread all over Mabharashtra,
Parampujya Dr. Bapuji Salunkhe has taken education to the doorsteps of the poors in the rural area.”
— Hon. Shri Yashwantrao Chavan (Former Deputy Prime-Minister of India)
2) “Bapuji is tirelessly pulling this ‘Jagannatha Ratha’ ahead. His work is so
will have to make a note of it. His work has come as blessin
Vasantdada Patil  (Former Chief-Minister of Maharashtra State)
3) “I have visited many educational institutes in m
omate with outer as well as inner beauty.”

— Hon. Manohar Joshi (Former Chief-Minister of Maharashtra State)
4) “I feel blessed by visiting the institute of Dr. Bapuji”-
-Hon. Sharad Pawar (Former Central Govt. Minister of A
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