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- Sun rays cover complete
'Mahalaxmi idol on Ist day

Times News NeTwork

Kolhapur: The festival of
rays (Kirnotsav) started
from Fnday, saw sun rays
covermg entire Mahalaxmi
idol in its full glory at 6.17
pm at the temple.

The festival witnesses
sun rays falling directly on
thedeity’sidolat the time of
sunset. This phenomenon
takes place twice a year --
between November 9 and 11
and between January 3land

February 2.

KIRNOTSAV

Milind Karanjkar, asso-
ciate professor of astrophy-
sics at the city-based Vive-
kanand College, who has

undertaken a study of sun
rays, its intensity and pos-

sible hurdles, said the idol
saw ray intensity of '

35 lux in the sanctorum, = .

which was more than eno-

ugh to cover the deity’sidol.
The minimum intensity re-
quirement is atleast151ux. .

“There were no pollu-
tants or cloud cover, which
would obstruct the rays.
Hence, the festival witnes-
. sed one of the most beauti-
. fulviewson Friday. The ille-
. gal constructions and obs-
i taclesremoved consistently
: by the Pashcim Maharash-
: tra Devsthan  Samiti

: (PMDS) and the Kolhapur

‘Municipal = Corporation
: (KMC) played an important

‘The festiva

Rahul Gayakwad

| witrmses sun rays falling directly on the
deity’s idol at the time of sunset

role,” he said.

According to the PMDS
officials, for the devotees’
conveniénce, LED screens
have been installed at the
Mahalaxmi temple premi-

. ses, which will function

throughout the festival
Hundreds of devotees wit-
nessed the event live in the
templepremises on Friday.

It has to be noted that
hundreds of devotees
crowd the temple to get a
glimpse of the architectu-
ral marvel, where rays stea-
dily reach the sanctorum of
the temple on particular da-
ysof the year. The festival is
celebrated when the sun ra-
ysfall directly on the deity’s
idol at the time of sunset.
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