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‘India views ‘ring of fire
~ annular solar eclipse

Amit Bhattacharya

@timesgroup.com

Sirsa (Haryana): For 30
magical seconds, the Sun
turned into a slender ring of
fire studded with shiny
beads four minutes before
noon on Sunday, as eclipse
chasers gathered at this
northwestern Haryana city
watched in stunned silence.

Sirsa had been billed as
one of the best sites for view-
ing India’s deepest annular
solar eclipse of this century.
It didn’t disappoint the few
enthusiasts who had braved
the coronavirus pandemicto
travel here from different
partsof the country

While many other spots

on the 22km-wide central -

line of the eclipse got cloud-
ed out in the build-up to mon-
soon’s approach into north
India, Sirsaand a few places
in north Rajasthan afforded
a clear and majestic view of
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The ‘ring of fire’ was ‘deepest’ annular solar eclipse in over century

the astronomical event.
Annular eclipses take
place when the Moon is too
far away from Earth to fully
cover the Sun, leaving out a
circular band of sunlight
that gives the appearance of
a “ring of fire”. Since this
was a very deep eclipse with
the Moon obscuring 98.7% of
the solar disc, the ring
formed was thin with nu-
merous “Baily’s beads” —
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Spots of light filtering
through the valleys and cra-
terson the Moon.

While Sunday’s eclipse
had a very short annularity
period of just half-a-minute,
there were expectations that
the event would come close
to a total solar eclipse, with
the possibility of even the
Sun’s ethereal corona be-
coming faintly visible, were
dashed.
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