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gt important work, and hie novels and plays including “Namen” (19157

" ”M; fixtt (1984), hielped 1o popilarize the smovemens

nd

ot even from its very beginmings in the nineteerth century Firet the novel, and
.-ﬁ ﬁﬁg: cinerna sach had urique contributions to make to svieential ohilosnphy,
Wiy miﬁmmiﬂ ”Mm"‘”ﬂh{‘?“ have intimated that [ersture s evpecially well
'mm;med oy cotnmmunicate the central tenets of theis philosophy

e art world has Been enarmonsly nflaercsd by the cnrrent of s ianeetial

In world literature, the writings of Frans Kafka have long been associated with
wentieth century existentialism. Bomn to Jewish parents in the Austro-Hungarian
pmpire, Kafka lived through the turmoil of the First World War The death and
destruction which ravaged Central and Western Europe most definitely had an
impact on Kafka's acsthetics, Like many existential writers, Franz Kafka saw the
individual as being caught up in systems and bureaucracies that were beyond
uderstanding.  He approaches the inherent terror of existence with & wink and a
ned

Ixistentialism is rooted in both affirmation and rebellion, and Camus beilliantly
described how the two interpenetrate. But humanistic psychology virtually excludes
revolt !

Albert Camus was a French-Algerian philosopher, journalist and author whe s
#encrally described as an existentialist writer. He started to his career as a journaiist,
d he 15 also known as a playwright and actor in Algeria. He worked for an st
“lonialist mspapcr while he was a journalist, and be also wrote sbout poverty
'\igx:rig‘- From 1944 10 1947, he worked as editor-m-chiet of the Comdar, w hch was
miﬂwi underground newspaper Millions faced the horrors of Naa regume, they
ta‘.* the unprecedented slaughter of this war and pobody could accept hat human
] gm&% hpve B purpose or a rational meaning. Wars, Jamine, starvatiun, . Un the ong

3 :: %R are some people who are starving On the other sude, there ale some people
Py live iy, luxuriousness 1t is beneficial o locus on Camnus's masterpiecs, The
) m”fg‘*" » 10 understand his philosophy. The mam character of the sovel s Meursault
| imlzc(’“f‘idcrabi}’ passive. In hus novel, (.Ias.n.g,s y-:awv.*alhff} lhhwudma his key
gy :: n *‘fﬂ‘mlwr words “the absurd”. According w0 Albert Camus, e is absurd 7
unfairness,

A
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els typically represent characters caugh; up
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Albert Camus’s nov :
their control. In The Stranger, the protagonjg, y it
4 eUrS- |

he beach, yet seems to lack deep p, U

el are isolation and ostracism andfnan A
Ihe 'Y

being insignificant within the larger systems of -society. The absyrq angy, *
nature of human existence is definitely a recurring theme for Camyg, Inr-.&.?;'
of Sisyphus” (1942). Albert Camus uses the analogy of the Greek Myt T,
(who 1s condemned for etermty ' )
ime) to exemplify the pointlessness of existence, but .

bottom again cach t ——
Sisvphus ultimately finds meaning and purpose 11 his task, simply by o
{ 0nty

systems well beyond
randomly commits @ murder on t
The prevailing themes of the nov

. Of‘
to roll a rock up a hill, only to hay, '2 S
U ryp,

applying himself to it.
s, when an individual's longing for order collides . .

According to Camu
dity. Human beings are therefor S'GL:

world's lack of order, the result is absur
an indifferent, ambiguous and absurd universe, in which meaning is not .

the natural order, but rather can be created (however provisionally and s

human actions and interpretations.

There is another name worth noting in existentialist literature, which is§
Beckett. His Waiting for Godot is one of the most known absurdist plays. Hz
struggled to overcome new challenges. Samuel Barclay Beckett was z
playwright, novelist, poet and theatre director who had notable experime:
innovative works in both English and French. His plays had made him one of &
important figures of “Theatre of the Absurd”, the movement which offers its&
the idea of existentialism and the theme of absurd. The themes like lack of rtt
of the way of people live and the quest for meaning of human existence ar hant
the play very artfully. Samuel Beckett reflects the ideas of absut

surdld
existentialism skilfully in his masterpiece Waiting for Godot.

h
]

Simone de Beauvoir, an important existentialist who spent much ¢
alongside Sartre, wrote about  feminist and existential ethics in her_ |
including "The Second Sex" (1949) and "The Ethics of Apnbiquitv"(lgﬂ)' Sm.:i
Beauvoir (1908-1986) wrote scholarly and fictional works tl;at pOpulariZed o
themes, such as dread, boredom, alienation, the absurd, freedom, conmliﬂ“‘"
nothingness. ,
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Kicykcgmn‘(l saw rationality ag
- wistential anxiety, their fear of be
it € "pad faith", an attempt by the
md random world of phe

amechanism humans  yee 10  counter

INg in the world,
self 1o impose structure on 2 fundamentally
é i,-rnlionull 5 nomena ("the other"). This bad faith hinders us
| from finding meaning in freedom, and confines g within everyday experience.

Kierkegaard also stressed th

fl

Sartre saw rationality as a
form o

at individuals myst cho
4 of universal, objective standards.
o : bk e
individual must decide which situatjor

5e their own way without the
Friedrich Nietzsche further contended that the

1S are to count as mora] situations. Thus, most
Rxistentialists believe that personal ¢Xperience and acting on one's own convictions

are essential in arriving at the truth, and thg the understanding of a situation by

someone involved in that situation is superior to that of a detached, objective observer
(similar to the concept of Subjectivism).

Although Sartre is considered by most to be the pre-eminent Existentialist, and
by many to be an important and innovative philosopher in his own right, others are

much less impressed by his contributions. Heidegger himself thought that Sartre had
merely taken his own work.

The twentieth century’s greatest existential thinker w

as undoubtedly Frenchman
Paul Sartre. Uniquely,

Sartre was the only person to ever decline the Nobel Prize in
Literature award. His was a life committed to activism and the advancement of social

causes. In The Nausea, Sartre tells that story of an academic who becomes aware of
the intense singularity of his own existence. This leads to the realization of complete
freedom, buyt also complete isolation, In the novel, this freedom is terrifying. The title

€xplaing perfectly the feelings of the protagonist when confronted with his own
£ssentia) Being.

‘ Contemporary film and literature have by no means given up the ghost of
tXistentq) thought, Chuck Palahniuk, Stanley Kubrick, and David Lynch all have

eated works of art that follow a direct line from nineteenth century existential

g Major Existentialist Writers: de Beauvoir, Simone (1908-1986), Becken,
D?ll‘nuel (1906-1989), Bukowski, Charles (1920-1994), Camus, Albert (1913-1960),
(IOStOYEVSky, Fyodor (1821-1881), Heidegger, Martin (1889-1976), lonesco, Eugene

909-1994), Kafka, Franz(1883- 1924),Kierkegaard, Soren (1813-1855), Marcuse.
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. iedrich (1844-1900),
508.1979). Nietzsche: Friedri »» Thoreg | -
paul (1903—1980)

ntialism:

Herbert (1
(1817—1862). Sartre,
cteristics of Existe
¢ Essence: Existentialism gets its name from
undcrstandable in terms of an individual’s CXiStch&_ ;'1 s
It says a person lives (has existence) rather thap 5(;
ery person’s experience of life is different from anothe‘y‘-i}
- dividuals™ lives can be understood. only in te:ms of their commiyp,,, *
responsibly- The question existentiahéts ask is, “Who arr, 17 with s su;-,‘.,:
the uniqueness and mystery of each life and an cfmphasus upon the pf,{
than the impersonal. To the existentialist, man 1s the centre of the u-
centre of infinity, and from this view cOmes much of the rest of ey;«,
Among the leading atheistic existentialist philosophers are Kierkegaarg \

Heidegger, Sartre, and Camus.

2. Reason is Unable to Deal with the Depths of Life: There are tw;.
this idea: first, that reason is relatively weak and imperfect, (people often &
the “right” thing), and second, that there are dark places in life which z
reason,” to which reason scarcely penetrates, (meaning we often commit &z
seem to defy reason, to make no sense). Existentialism unites reason =
irrational portions of the psyche, insisting that people must be taken
wholeness and not in some divided state; that the whole of a person contains”
intellect, but also anxiety, guilt and the will to power. The emphass
existentialist is not on idea, but upon the thinker who has the idea. Exisz
accepts not only people’s power of thought, but their fallibility, frailty, bod-*
above all, their death. People are felt to find their true selves not in the &

of tho‘ught but inthe involvement and agony of choice and in ¢ P
commitment to choice.

General Chara
1. Existence befor
that life 1s only

life experience.
essence), that €

o

i”&. bAllenalion: Existentialism holds that, since the Renaissanc® P,
st v It)j;t::j lfmm conerete carthly existence. Individuals B
o N dev;ls of abstraction, have been collectivized out i;;:
existoataiicn e (ih rom the heavens, (or, what is the Saﬂ_)e qb
fourfold conditig .e he‘fms of men. It is believed that i“dmdw{; 14
v of alienation: from God, from nature, from other peof™”

slow

|
y
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| “true” selves. People have become hollow pov

our 0% | Hankind’ verless, faceless. At a ime
. ' ’ : ¢ . 7
o o pistory when mankind's command over the forces of nature seems to be
R N T N e 3 L ALl SLLNS & ~
@ un]imimd’ existentialism depicts human beings as weakened. ridden with nameless
LU, FIOACT1 Wilis Jics JE g
drcad-

4. “Fear and 1 l:cmbling” and Anxiety: The optimism of the 18th and 19th
centurics gives way, after WW 1, to the Great Depression, WW II and the Holocaust,
(o afecling of pessimism, fear and anxicty. Another kind of anxiety facing
individuals in the 20thC when the philosophy of existentialism ccveiop; is “the
anguish of Abraham,” the necessity which is laid upon people to make “moral”
choices on their own sense of responsibility. In the parable, Abraham is commanded
by God to sacrifice his son Isaac. Abraham thus becomes the paradigm of one who
must make a harrowing choice, in this case between his love for his son and his love
for God, between the universal law which states, “thou shalt not kill,” and the unique
inner demand for his religious faith. Abraham’s decision, which violates the zbstract

and collective law of man, is not made in arrogance, but in “fear and trembling,”.

5. Encounter with Nothingness: According to the existentialists, for
individuals alienated from God, from nature, from other people and even from

themselves, what is left at last but Nothingness.

6. Emphasis on Freedom and Responsibility: Exi
is the cynosure of the universe and nothing else is equal to ‘man’. The fundamental
thing of a man’s personality is the necessity of unfettered and unbridled freedom. It
iscards anything which stunts and stifles this development of personality. All of
these ideas either describe some loss of individuals’ freedom or some threat to it.
Existentialist writings bear upon freedom. Albert Camus asserts the possibility for

- Mprovement, if not hope.

stentialists believe that man

Existentialists consider objectivity as the enemy

7. Emphasis jectivity:
on Subjectivity:
: J ; dary place. It goes against all

F 0 s . .

, Fman’s Jife as it tends to give the man a
p at p :
rtempls to ignore the uniqueness of his sub
(WY . .. s = ~aQ
Yealed in the subjective experience of living. Man experiences t

", subjective awareness is the unit of existentialist phllosoph_\.
Existentialists believe that

itical dilemmas of an
one nor by laws of

secon
‘ective experience. Truth or value is

he truth within him.

8. Mind js the Source of all Forms of Knowledge:

Ming ; o
5 inrfd- 'S the spring of all knowledge. They view that~cr |
E Widual’s life are neither solved by intellectual exercise a

TR 111
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i i ' m s i being supe e
dented the existence ol pod and that o homin | o supenon by

Along with it the discoveries made i gquintum physicy pendered ey
of the contemporary people in such nowiy that they hiad nothing else g, 4,
cling on cubjectivity and neeept it o truth inorder to hivve s ghimpse oy,
I does not have 10 be questioned by objective s

IThe 20th centiry
e ol |\hlln-mphh

in their minds, whic
Certainly, it lefta (raft on literature,

a philosophy that - emphasizes individual - existene o,
view that humans define (heir own meaning in life, w2
{e¢ existing in an irrational universe, It focios .
question of human existence, and the feeling that there §% no purpose or exges
the core of existence, It holds that, as there is no Ciod or uny other transeende

the only way to counter this nothingness (and hence 10O (ind meaning =

Existentinlism 18
and choice, It 8 the
make rational decisions despi

by embracing existence,
Thus, Existentinlism believes  that individuals —are entirely free v

wake personal  responsibility for (hemselves  (although  with this 1o
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