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5 Jcave their homes to move to the other state. This was the largest forced migration

if people that has ever happened.

- Women of all ages, ethnic groups and social classes were victimized, tortured
nd raped -- some even were stripped naked and paraded down streets to intensify
heir trauma and humiliation. In many cven more tragic cases, fathers, fearing that
seir daughters would soon be raped (and converted to another faith), pressured and
perced the girls to commit suicide lest such an event “taint” their family's “honour”
nd standing in the community -- or they killed their own female relatives

jemselves.

Several women had completely detached themselves from their pasts and
rmed new bonds in their present situations. A few were cven married legitimately.
ome women had married their abductors and were pregnant, Who would care for
lesc children? After all, they were products of a mixed union!

. Women remain a voiceless entity, pushed into the shadows and confines of their
smes. One of the main reasons women faced uncountable hardships during this time
a skewed sense of “manliness” and “honour” that prevailed. It was believed that

smen, being the reproductive force, were instruments 1o maintain “purity” of blood

id race.

The fastest and perhaps most effective way 10 sully the honou
igion was to sully the honour of its women to assault, rape, and impregnate
pmen. Women became easy targets of violence and got drawn into a war that was

ost definitely not their own.

r of the other

' .1 Partition: Familial Conscquences

~ Sunny Hundal, a Sikh columnist, wrote in Britain’s Guardian newspaper that
pmens’ bodies become highly coveted and treasured symbols of political and
ilial power in India and Pakistan. “In patriarchal and feudal societies, women are
rs of culture and ‘honor,'" he wrote, “I'raditional,

\imost always seen as the beare
xtent that, while the

wonservative South Asian culture fetishizes women (0 such an ¢
fficial line says they are held in high esteem and regard, in actual fact, they are
k‘”’ted simply as vessels of that honor, and their lives are forced to be structured
?gfbund preserving that. They are not allowed to do anything that compromises those
iﬁeals, while men have much freer [rein] without the same burden.”
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besmirching women's honor.”

Violence against women included the violence inflicted oy,
family members. This could vary from honour Killings to the insi:tm enl
that their mothers, daughters, or wives commit suicide in orde ::ce
purity and chastity of the community. Both forms of violence SUbstam:
that women were not treated as humans but rather as markers of COH‘

national pride.
5.2.2 Partition: Religious Consequences:

As the partition was p'rimarily based on religion, peoples’ ident
Hindu, Muslim or Sikh became a major ground of opposition. Religioust
several regions were hunted down and killed. Faced with the immediZt
losing their homes and livelihood, and with their security at risk, peopk
streets as wanton killings and violence escalated along communal I
senseless communal slaughter and a fratricidal war of unpfecedent.e{f
Unspeakable atrocities were perpetrated on the minorities in both Indl&;
In the span of a few months, nearly 500,000 people Were led pL
thousands of millions of rupees was looted and destroyed: on?
threatened the very fabric of society. " Y
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This ethnic genocide witnessed two kinds of gender-based violence. Firstly, the
violence inflicted on women by men of the opposite religious group that involved.
~"kidnapping, rape, and mutilation of the genitalia or public humiliation. The supposed
aim of this kind of violence was to abase the men of the rival religion to which the
~ women belonged.

Aside from the sheer horror of sexual violation, some rape survivors had to
:_literally wear physical signs of their shame -- rapists frequently mutilated and
disfigured the girls' skins with markings and graffiti that reflected the violators’
'fpolitical or religious affinities, including tattooed phrases like “Pakistan Zindabad”
' (Long Live Pakistan”) or “Jai Hind” (“Long Live India”) or symbols like the Hindu
tr1dent or Islamic crescent moon.

| The partition did not solve the Hindu-Muslim problems; 1t caused the situation
,of the Muslims in India to deteriorate. They were blamed for the division of the
country, their leadership had left and their power was further weakened by the
‘removal of all Muslim-majority areas except Kashmir. '

heck Your Progress

Women, being the reproductive force, were instruments to maintain “purity” of
blood and ...........

a) Race b) creed - c) sect d) class

were not treated as humans but rather as markers of communal and

- 0

national pride.

a) farmers b) freedom fighters c¢) men d) women
------------ violence threatened the very fabric of society.
a) familial b) Communal  c) political d) economical

The Muslim League’s leaders had assumed that ---------- would contain a
sizeable non-Muslim population.

a) Baluchistan b) India c¢) Pakistan d) Bangladesh

. 5. The violence inflicted on women by men of the opposite----------- group that
involved kidnapping, rape, and mutilation of the genitalia.

a) political b) religious - ¢) rational d) cultural
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