
5. Words Matter: Language as a Tool for Social Change 

 

Introduction 

The Department of English at Vivekanand College, Kolhapur, has been actively 

involved in an Educational Outreach Program in partnership with AVANI NGO since the 

academic year 2018-19. This ongoing initiative aims to provide underprivileged children 

from marginalized communities, such as sugarcane-cutter migrants, with access to quality 

education. Through collaborative efforts with AVANI, our students and faculty members 

engage with these communities to teach language, literacy, and creative expression, 

focusing personal growth and social awareness in both the children and the volunteers. 

The program encompasses teaching activities at sugar schools (Sakhar Shala) and 

Brick yard (Vitbhatti) schools, which serve children from disadvantaged backgrounds, 

including migrant families of sugarcane-cutter workers. By conducting a systematic 

educational input, the program not only improves the children's language skills and 

academic prospects but also empowers them to dream beyond their present circumstances. 

Objectives 

• To provide underprivileged children from marginalized communities with access to 

quality education, including language and literacy skills, to help improve their 

academic prospects and future opportunities. 

• To imbibe a sense of responsibility and compassion among our students by 

encouraging their active participation in community service and outreach activities. 

• To offer college students practical teaching experience and enhance their teaching, 

presentation, and communication skills. 

• To expose college students to the challenges and struggles faced by marginalized 

communities, helping them develop empathy and a deeper understanding of social 

issues. 

• To empower marginalized groups by providing them with educational resources 

and support, thereby contributing to breaking the cycle of poverty and fostering a 

more inclusive society. 

1. 2018-19: Teaching at Sugar School: (Click to view report) 

The "Teaching at Sugar School / Sakharshala" program was conducted by teachers 

and B.A. III (Special English) program students from January 31 to February 13, 2019. The 

program aimed to raise awareness about the challenges faced by underprivileged children 

of sugarcane-cutter workers, whose migratory lifestyle disrupts their educational 

opportunities. Through engaging and empathetic teaching using "Fun N Learn" techniques, 

the students improved their public speaking and presentation skills while imparting 

knowledge to the children. The success of the program was largely due to support from 

Avani, an NGO, and the sugar factory, providing a conducive environment for the students 

and faculty. The students gained a profound sense of fulfilment, acknowledging their own 

privileges and developing compassion and responsibility toward society. They appreciated 

https://www.vivekanandcollege.ac.in/uploads/research/social%20outreach/english%20activities/eng%20sakharshala%20teaching%202018-19_0001.pdf


the program's meaningful work, which highlighted the importance of education and their 

families' efforts to provide them with stability. The success of the program encourages 

similar initiatives for future community engagement and awareness.  

• Sugar School Teaching Photos: 

    

             

       

 

2. 2019-20: Educational Outreach Program (Click to view report) 

In the academic year 2019-20, the English Department's outreach program offered 

B.A. students a unique opportunity to gain practical teaching experience while making a 

significant contribution to the community. The program engaged students in local schools, 

https://www.vivekanandcollege.ac.in/uploads/research/social%20outreach/english%20activities/eng%20final%202019-20.pdf
https://www.vivekanandcollege.ac.in/uploads/research/social%20outreach/english%20activities/eng%20final%202019-20.pdf


where they taught English and other subjects to underprivileged children, focusing on 

enhancing language skills, vocabulary, and comprehension. Faculty members and students 

like Ms. Soniya Ramesh Patole, Ms. Rahi Shekhar Kamerkar, and Ms. Rutuja Ananda Mane 

and other students played pivotal roles in the initiative. Focusing on the themes of poems, 

chapters, and sentence construction offered students a holistic approach to language 

learning, interactive methods, such as word puzzles and games, sparked interest in English 

learning, while improving students' speaking skills and vocabulary. The outreach 

program's impact extended beyond classroom teaching. This hands-on experience not only 

enhanced the skills but also deepened students’ appreciation for community service and 

educational outreach.  
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3. 2020-21: Social Outreach Programme (Click to view report) 

In the 2020-21 the program aimed to develop the students' pedagogical skills while 

community engagement. Through teaching sessions at Vitbhatti School and Sakhar Shala, 

the students conducted interactive classes on various topics, including basic English 

concepts, fruits, activities, body parts, and other foundational subjects. The program 

utilized a variety of teaching methods, such as textbooks, charts, games, and discussions, to 

engage the children and make learning enjoyable and effective. These strategies helped 

students grasp the basics of English language and grammar, while also encouraging 

participation and curiosity. This mutually beneficial initiative not only improved the 

language skills and academic prospects of underprivileged children but also enriched the 

teaching experience of college students. 

 

 

https://www.vivekanandcollege.ac.in/uploads/research/social%20outreach/english%20activities/eng%20best%20practise%2021-22.pdf
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4. 2022-23: Educational Outreach Programme (Click to view report) 

The 2022-23 Educational Outreach Programme aimed to immerse B.Sc. Part III 

English and B. Com Part II English Compulsory students in practical teaching experiences 

at primary and secondary schools in their local communities. As part of the program, 

students conducted teaching sessions on various subjects and were required to submit 

detailed teaching plans, a letter of reference from the school authority, and photographs of 

their lectures. The program concluded in April 2023, allowing students ample time to 

complete their sessions and compile the necessary documents. Overall, the outreach 

initiative benefited both the college students and the young learners, enhancing 

pedagogical skills and fostering a sense of community involvement. 

https://www.vivekanandcollege.ac.in/uploads/research/social%20outreach/english%20activities/eng%20best%20practice%2022-23.pdf
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Outcomes 

• Improved Pedagogical Skills: Students enhanced their teaching methods, 

classroom management, and interactive lesson planning, leading to greater 

confidence and competence in teaching. 

• Language Proficiency: Underprivileged children gained improved English 

language skills, including vocabulary, pronunciation, and comprehension, aiding 

their academic and personal growth. 

• Community Engagement: Students developed a deeper connection with the local 

community, developing awareness of the challenges faced by marginalized groups. 

• Personal Growth: By interacting with underprivileged children and addressing 

real-world challenges, students experienced personal transformation, becoming 

more compassionate and socially aware. 

• Leadership Development: Through mentoring and guiding young learners, 

students honed their leadership and organizational skills, which are valuable for 

their future careers. 

• Practical Experience: The outreach programs offered students hands-on teaching 

experience, allowing them to apply theoretical knowledge in real-world settings 

and enhancing their resumes. 

• Strengthened College-Community Ties: Vivekanand College established a 

positive reputation within the community, nurturing stronger relationships with 

local schools and organizations like Avani. 



• Enhanced Cultural Understanding: Students gained insight into the lives and 

backgrounds of underprivileged children, enriching their understanding of diverse 

cultures and perspectives. 

 

 

• Social Responsibility: The program instilled a sense of duty and 

responsibility in students, encouraging them to contribute positively to 

society throughout their lives. 

• Inspiration for Future Initiatives: The success of these programs inspired 

students and faculty to continue engaging in community service, leading to 

future educational and social outreach projects. 

Conclusion 

The ongoing Educational Outreach Program has empowered 

underprivileged children with essential language skills, inspiring them to pursue 

academic opportunities and break the cycle of poverty. Additionally, Vivekanand 

College students have gained invaluable experience in community service, 

leadership, and teaching. 

This initiative highlights the potential for positive change through 

educational outreach and community engagement. The continued success of the 

program encourages future collaborations and strengthens our commitment to 

adopt more inclusive and equitable society. The program demonstrated the power 

of community engagement and the potential for positive change through 

educational outreach. 

 


